
 

1 
 

Altavista/Berkeley Ad Hoc Committee of Concerned Homeowners 
                                                       March 12, 2014 
 

Recommended Modifications to the Arlington County 
Draft Noise Control Ordinance 

 
Para 15-3. Definitions.  
 
Add: “Establishment” means any business or activity that serves the public, or any 
private club, that operates in Arlington County. 
 
Rationale: For use in Para. 15-6, Sub-paragraph F and Para 15-10, Sub-paragraph A. 
 
Draft Verbiage:  “Impulsive noise” means noise characterized by brief bursts (usually,  
but not necessarily, less than one (1) second in duration) of sound which exceed the sound 
of the ambient environment.  
 
Rationale:  

1. Disturbing crowd noise frequently comes in bursts of more than one second.  
2. Using “sound” instead of “sound pressure” removes confusion that it might                   

imply decibel readings. 
 
Draft Verbiage: “Noise disturbance” means any sound which exceeds the applicable 
maximum permissible noise as set forth in Tables I and II of Para 15-5 of this chapter  
or any sound that can be heard within any dwelling unit, house or apartment of 
another person at least 20 feet from the source of the sound, or at least 50 feet from 
the source of the sound and either across any real property boundary or at the curb 
or on the edge of the pavement at any built street. 
 
Rationale:  

1. Noise disturbances, such as those created by boisterous crowds, do not necessarily 
exceed decibel levels in Tables I and II but none-the-less adversely affect the 
quality of life of nearby residents.  

2. The recommended verbiage would also be consistent with the prohibited acts 
verbiage in Para 15-6 Prohibited Acts, sub-paragraph F and G. 

 
Add: “Proprietor” means any manager and/or owner of an establishment in 
Arlington County. 
 
Rationale: For use in Para. 15-6, Sub-paragraphs F and G and Para 15-10, Sub-paragraph 
A. 
 
Para 15-5. Maximum Noise-Levels.  
A. Noise sources other than motor vehicles. 
Draft Verbiage: Noise from sources other than motor vehicles, unless exempt pursuant to 
Para 15-5.F. or 15-15:   
1. Shall not exceed the noise limits set forth in Table 1 below for each of the zoning 
districts indicated during the time of day indicated. The maximum permissible noise shall 
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be that associated with the zoning district classification of the property that receives the 
noise, or 
2. Shall not be any sound that can be heard within any dwelling unit, house or 
apartment at least 20 feet from the source of the sound, or at least 50 feet from the 
source of the sound and either across any real property boundary or at the curb or on 
the edge of the pavement at any built street. 
 
Rationale:   

1. Disturbing noise, such as that created by boisterous crowds, does not necessarily 
exceed decibel levels in Table I but none-the-less adversely affects the quality of 
life of nearby residents.  

2. The recommended verbiage would also be consistent with the prohibited acts 
verbiage in Para 15-6. Prohibited Acts. Sub-paragraph F. 

 
Para 15-6. Prohibited Acts. Sub-paragraph F. 
Draft Verbiage: It shall be unlawful for any person, proprietor, or establishment to use, 
operate, or play, or to permit the use, operation or playing of, any radio, television, 
phonograph, record, compact disc or tape player, drum, musical instrument, loudspeaker, 
sound amplifier or similar device or machine which produces, reproduces or amplifies 
sound, or otherwise creates sound or, in the case of a proprietor, allows sound to be 
created in an establishment or on establishment property, in such a manner as to be 
heard within any dwelling unit, house or apartment of another person at least 20 feet from 
the source of the sound, or at least 50 feet from the source of the sound and either across 
any real property boundary or at the curb or on the edge of the pavement at any built street. 
 
Rationale:  
 

1. Proprietors of establishments, especially those that serve alcohol, should be 
responsible for providing an atmosphere that enhances the responsible behavior 
of its patrons. It would be very difficult for the police to cite a violator in a crowd 
of noisy patrons, whereas if the proprietor is responsible for the behavior of 
his/her clientele, the police can effectively enforce the ordinance. 

2. Disturbing noise, such as that created by boisterous crowds, is not necessarily 
produced by devices or machines but none-the-less adversely affects the quality 
of life of nearby residents. 

 
Para 15-6. Prohibited Acts. Sub-paragraph G. 
Draft Verbiage: It shall be unlawful for any person to engage, in yelling, wailing, 
shouting, or screaming, or for any proprietor to allow any person to engage in yelling, 
wailing, shouting, or screaming, above the level of conversation such that the yelling, 
wailing, shouting, or screaming is heard within any nearby dwelling unit, house or 
apartment of another person at least 20 feet from the source of the sound, or at least 50 feet 
from the source of the sound and either across any real property boundary or at the curb or 
on the edge of the pavement at any built street. 
 
 
Rationale:  
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1. There is no rationale for requiring a person disturbing the peace and tranquility of 
residents to be in a group of four or more persons. Noise is noise regardless of the 
number of persons in a group generating it.   

2. Proprietors must be held responsible for providing an environment that fosters 
illegal activity at their establishments. 

3. The phrase “in any “R” District” is too limiting. We live in a C-O-A District and 
should be provided the same protections as those citizens living in an R District, 
especially since para.7.14.1 of the county zoning ordinance states, “The purpose of 
a C-O-A, Commercial, Office and Apartment District is to encourage a coordinated 
mixed –use development of office, apartment and hotel use in the vicinity of 
Metro-rail stations.” (Emphasis ours.) Arlington County has encouraged families to 
move into C-O-A districts. They should be afforded the same protection as those 
living in R districts. 

4. This provision should not be limited to Nighttime as disturbing noise can happen at 
any time. The current provision makes no allowances for residents who work night 
shifts or those who want to enjoy a peaceful afternoon. 

 
Para 15-9. Criminal Penalties. Sub-Paragraph A. 
Draft Verbiage: Any violation of this chapter may be charged as a misdemeanor, and any 
violator may, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than one thousand dollars 
($1,000) nor more that two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500), or by imprisonment in 
the Arlington County jail for a period of not more than thirty (30) days, or both, for each 
offense. Each calendar day of violation shall constitute a separate offense   and each 
separate act on the part of the person violating the chapter shall be deemed a separate 
offense. 
 
Rationale: 

1. A $100 fine would mean very little to an establishment that makes thousands of 
dollars profit each day on outside bar activities that create disturbing noise. The 
fines must be substantial to have the desired effect. 

2. Makes clear that there may be multiple violations in a given day. 
 
Para 15-10. Civil Penalties: Appeals Therefrom. Sub-paragraph A. 
Draft Verbiage: Any person, proprietor, or establishment that commits, permits, assists 
in or attempts any violation of this chapter, whether by act or omission, shall be liable for a 
civil violation and may, upon the issuance of a citation by the County Manager, be 
punished by a civil fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the first 
violation, and not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for a second or other 
subsequent violation. Each calendar day of violation shall constitute a separate offense and 
each separate act on the part of the person violating the chapter shall be deemed a 
separate offense. 
 
Rationale: 

1. Makes clear that proprietors are responsible for providing an environment that 
fosters illegal activity at their establishments.    

2. Penalties must be significant enough to deter prohibited behavior.  
3. Makes clear that there may be multiple violations in a given day. 
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